Voluntary pledges and commitments of Poland

Universal Periodic Review 2008

1. Ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. 
2. Measures for implementation of the recommendations of the Human Rights Committee.
Having regard to the recommendations of the Human Rights Committee, the Government of the Republic of Poland undertakes to extend the mandate of the Inter-Ministerial Committee for Matters Concerning the European Court of Human Rights to include decisions of the Human Rights Committee.
3. Continuation of actions to reduce poverty and social exclusion.
Combating these phenomena is a priority in the state’s social policy.
The relevant measures are guided by the conviction that vocational activization constitutes the primary means of limiting poverty. The ongoing National Program on Social Security and Social Integration for the years 2006-2008 is designed to enhance active integration and development of the social economy sector, as well as actions addressed to families with children, most often affected by poverty.

A new National Program on Social Security and Social Integration for the years 2008-2010, now under preparation, highlights assistance to families for the purpose of counteracting poverty and social exclusion of children. In particular, these actions are meant to level the opportunities of children and families, eliminate educational deficits and improve access to services that will enable parents to combine work with child rearing. Accordingly, the following actions will be undertaken:

· improvement of family incomes (helping employees reconcile work with parental duties, intensifying social security support for children from families at risk of social exclusion),

· development of the child day-care services system (development of nurseries and kindergartens, development of forms of surrogate child care, development of prophylactic  support for families encountering parenting problems),
· leveling  of educational opportunities of and support for  school-age children  from poor families, 
· integrated system of assistance to families, civic and family counseling. Improvement of income support: system of family benefits, stipend system and system of housing benefits.
Development of cooperation with NGOs will contribute to the effective combating of poverty and social exclusion.

The National Program for the years 2008-2010 will also elaborate tangible goals that need to be achieved, including, in particular, the degree of lowering the poverty index and the index of poverty risk among children.
4. Improvement of the situation of the disabled.
The present system of vocational and social rehabilitation and employment of the disabled was formed in the early Nineties. A review of this system is indispensable due to its limited effectiveness, particularly as concerns vocational activization of the disabled. Changes will also be necessitated by the new approach to disability adopted by international organizations, of which Poland is a member. 

The process of change will involve the elaboration of new solutions or adaptation of those in current use. This will be done in order to: 

· increase vocational activization and employment of the disabled, ensure diversified and effective support for the disabled in finding and keeping jobs, 

· improve the effectiveness of social and vocational rehabilitation of the disabled, 

· raise the quality and effectiveness of task implementation by entities utilizing public funding,

· coordinate the scope of support with the actual needs of the disabled, 

· help disabled children and youth begin adult life,

and, more generally,

· guarantee disabled persons true possibilities of fully enjoying their rights, conditions of equal participation and  fully integrated active and independent life .

A target set for 2013 envisages that the employment rate of the disabled aged 15-64 will reach the level of 23% (as compared with the rate of 18.2% in 2006).

5. Measures to reduce domestic violence 
Although domestic violence is not widespread, current solutions need to be developed, in view of the insufficient social awareness of its threats to individuals, families and the whole of society, and insufficient assistance to victims and perpetrators.
An annual evaluation of the implementation of the National Program of Counteracting Domestic Violence for the years 2006-2016 will constitute the basis for adjusting the measures foreseen by it to actual needs. 
Over the next few years measures to counter domestic violence will take the following forms: 
· systematic diagnosing of the phenomenon of domestic violence,

· sensitizing the public to domestic violence,

· training of the services tasked with counteracting domestic violence,
· providing protection and assistance to persons affected by violence - development of the network of specialist support centers for victims of  domestic violence,
· work with persons using violence, through broad-ranging correctional and educational programs.

Eradication of violence from the family environment can first and foremost be achieved through the implementation of programs promoting positive methods of childrearing and partnership in the family. Positive effects of the efforts to sensitize the public to domestic violence are already evident. The ongoing programs will be continued, or new ones will be launched, some in collaboration with the European Union and the Council of Europe.  

Work is planned in 2008 on amendments to the law on counteracting domestic violence and the National Program for Countering Domestic Violence. These changes will involve:
· a complete ban on corporal punishment,

· the possibility of ordering a perpetrator of domestic violence to leave home – upon the incident beyond reported by the victim,

· designation of places where perpetrators will be housed (shelters for the homeless, night shelters),

· introduction of cost-free medical forensic examinations,

· incorporation into law of  Blue Card procedures,

· reinforcement of prophylactic measures implemented by commune self-governments and introduction of statutory duty to establish and implement local programs to counter domestic violence,

· extension of the National Program for Counteracting Domestic Violence, through financial support for the implementation at commune level of projects against domestic violence.
6. Reinforcement of actions to implement equal treatment of women and men – elaboration and implementation of an action plan on equality of women and men.
The Ministry of Labor and Social Policy (Department for Women, Family and Counteracting Discrimination) is preparing a National Program for Gender Equality, for the years 2009-2013. The draft will be consulted with social partners and NGO representatives.

The draft covers the following areas of action for gender equality: 

· equal economic independence of women and men, including equality in the labor market,

· reconciliation of  family life and career,

· participation in political life and decision-making,

· equality in the area of health, 

· eradication of all forms of gender-driven violence,

· eradication of gender stereotypes, including those found in schoolbooks and school curricula,

· promotion of gender equality in external relations and  development policy 
Detailed goals and forms of action will be determined with reference to each area. 

The action plan for gender equality will reinforce the achievements of the Beijing Platform for Action and relevant international conventions such as CEDAW. Moreover, it is congruent with the Gender Equality Road Map and the European Pact for Gender Equality, which reflects top-level political commitment in member states to gender equality.
In the years 2008-2013, the Department for Women, Family and Counteracting Discrimination of the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy will carry out two projects, each involving research, training and promotion.  

A project devoted to the reconciliation of career and family roles of women and men will cover:

· research on roles assumed in the family by women and men, providing data on changes in social trends,

· campaign promoting the participation of fathers in childrearing and household chores as a condition of women’s increased vocational activity,

· research into  what legal and practical solutions  could encourage employers to hire   women of reproductive age,

· campaign promoting flexible forms of employment, 

· expert opinions concerning foreign solutions on the reconciliation of  social and vocational roles,

· international exchange of experience in the area of  institutional and legal facilitation of  reconciling  family and career roles, 

· research into national and local level solutions needed to facilitate the reconciliation of  social and vocational  roles.

A project concerning the socio-economic activization of women at the local and regional levels includes the following measures:

· training of local women leaders, initiated under the project “STEREOTYPE and equal chances of women and men”, for the purpose of reinforcing the socio-economic potential and  development of rural and under-urbanized areas,

· development of an Internet portal, launched as part of the project “It is good to be an enterprising woman!”, including  an e-learning program and consultations for persons running businesses and those interested in starting business activity,

· training for representatives of local and regional authorities in  gender mainstreaming, gender budgeting and other issues related to the policy of gender equality in the labor market,

· surveys among women running their own businesses,

· surveys among senior female managers,
· campaign promoting equal pay for equal work for women and men and other aspects of equal participation of women and men in the labor market,

· establishment of a business to government platform, mutual support of business communities and the government for the gender mainstreaming policy, establishment of networks of female business leaders supporting persons beginning business activity.
In accordance with the draft of the equal treatment law, the minister responsible for family and equal treatment issues, using data and analyses from independent research and in conjunction with other relevant organs, will prepare a National Program for Counteracting Discrimination. The Program will detail measures designed to:

1) raise social awareness of the  causes and effects of discrimination;

2) counteract violations of the principle of equal treatment;

3) cooperate with the interested social partners in implementing the principle of equal treatment.
7. Continuation of actions to combat and counteract racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and hate crime
The phenomena of racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and hate crime are not common in Poland. However, taking into account their negative impact on the social sense of security, it is necessary to implement a wide catalogue of preventive measures of an institutional, legal and educational character. In view of the above, the implementation and evaluation of the following long-term programs will be continued: Program for the Roma community, National Program for Counteracting Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance 2004-2009 (drafted as part of the implementation of the recommendations included in the final documents of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, organized by the UN General Assembly) and the Law enforcement officer program for combating hate crime. Moreover, the existing network of Human Rights Advisers attached to the Chief Commander of Police and Voivodship Police Commanders will conduct ongoing monitoring of incidents, trends and crimes related to discrimination and improper Police conduct, their analysis and elaboration of proposals for improvement of the quality and methods of Police work. The establishment of the institution of Human Rights Advisers attached to the Border Guard is also planned.  
8. Continued participation in the World Program for Human Rights Education. 

As part of participation in the 1st stage of the Program, education on human rights has been introduced into the core curriculum of general education at the primary and middle school levels. Moreover, the Ministry of National Education has launched a number of other measures to promote education on human and children’s rights. Training to prepare activity for the advancement of human rights  and counteracting discrimination in the local community has been carried out under numerous projects (e.g. Human rights and freedoms – how to teach about them in school?; Society without prejudice; Children’s rights in school; Human rights in school. How to teach about them? – guidelines for school inspectors; Counteracting discrimination; Discovering Humanitarian Law). Poland will continue the actions undertaken under the 1st stage of the Program, which has been extended till 2009. 
9. Measures for leveling educational opportunities.
Respect for children’s rights is ensured, on the one hand, by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by Poland and, on the other, by constitutional provisions, including the right to education.   

Poland will make every effort to enable pre-school age children to enjoy their rights, among others through creating amenable conditions for developing various forms of pre-school education, particularly in rural areas.

The planned “Strategy of the development of education in rural areas for the years 2007-2013” will be attuned to the “Government Program for the development of education in rural areas in the years 2008-2013”. The strategic aim of the program it to upgrade the quality and level of education in rural areas. The implementation of measures facilitating access of rural and small-town children to quality education will continue up till 2013. 
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